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The Day: ‘Champions’ Fight for Libraries
By WINSTINA S. HUGHES



Winstina S. Hughes Jane
Kennedy, Maplewood’s library director.

The Maplewood Library Champions met on Thursday at the Maplewood Memorial Library to bolster efforts
to raise funds and garner support for the township libraries. It was the first step towards planning a major
fund-raiser for the libraries down the road.

The public forum was in response to a proposal by Maplewood Township Committee Member Fred Profeta
to merge library services with South Orange and perhaps close the main branch on Baker Street.

The Champions are against both ideas. They see the Hilton Branch on Springfield Avenue and the
Maplewood Memorial Library as cornerstones of the community.

“The goal of this meeting is to have people who love the library to roll up their sleeves and get behind the
library in an active and substantive way,” said Katherine Hilaire, the Library Board of Trustees president.

Maplewood Mayor Victor DeLuca, who attended the meeting, answered questions about library funding.

“We’re not cutting the budget this year,” Mr. DeLuca said. “We have done a furlough of every town
employee. We’ve asked the library to do the same.”

“We’re not closing this building,” he continued. “We’re not selling this building. That’s just not going to
happen.”

He said that Mr. Profeta’s proposals were part of a brainstorming session in which “one of the members
shared his ideas.”

Still, the consensus at the meeting was that the library needs advocates who will ensure that a merger or a
closing doesn’t happen in the future.

“The library budget needs a stable source of funding,” said Library Trustee David Huemer. “There is a gap
with what we’d like to maintain and what we can get from the government.”

The libraries are closed on Sundays yearround, on Saturdays in July and August, and on township furlough



days.

Betsy Wald, manager of the Hilton Branch, was one of several librarians who spoke about the services that
the township libraries provide.

“We do a hands-on science program with kids,” she said, holding colorful tubes of polymers from a past
project. “It’s like a one-room schoolhouse.”

Approximately 1,500 students participate in a summer program affiliated with Memorial Library, which also
helps level the academic playing field for children who don’t have computers at home.

In 2009, Maplewood Memorial had 284,278 visitors, with another 109,797 visits to its Web site.

“Tonight was an opportunity to actively support the library in ways that are mutually beneficial and
mutually rewarding,” said Ms. Hilaire. “And this forum is the first step.”

Information on how to become a Library Champion can be found here. And click here to donate.
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2 Comments

1. 1. March 8, 2010 1:38 pm Link

It’s hard to feel sympathy for a library system that’s hardly open, regardless of who’s fault is. Closed
Sundays year round? Closed Saturdays and on furlough days? Pah-leeeeze!

Here’s a money-saving suggestion: close the Hilton branch and pour all the money into making Main
branch a destination for townies and their kids.

— Cristobol
2. 2. March 12, 2010 10:59 pm Link

Hi Cristobol,

The Champions will be meeting periodically to address concerns like yours. The meetings are open to
the public. Select the blog links for details.

— winstina
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